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TEMIT#5 Introduction
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The stage adaptation of Life of Pi follows Pi Patel, a 16-year-old teenager stranded in the Pacific
Ocean after a shipwreck, sharing a lifeboat with a Bengal tiger named Richard Parker. Through
puppetry, projection, and stage magic, the play brings to life Pi’s struggle for survival, encounters
with nature’s challenges, and exploration of faith and resilience.

The original London West End production of Life of Pi, adapted by Lolita Chakrabarti from Yann
Martel’s best-selling novel, transforms a story of survival, faith, and wonder into an extraordinary
theatrical experience. It brings the magic and depth of the novel and film vividly to life on stage.
Renowned for its innovative puppetry and groundbreaking stage design, Life of Pi has earned
acclaim from critics and audiences alike. Richard Parker, brought to life through intricate puppetry
and the skilled work of puppeteers, moves with breathtaking realism, capturing every nuance of life.
The stunning set design transports viewers to the middle of the ocean, with a small lifeboat adrift
amidst dynamic lighting and visual effects that evoke raging waves, changing skies, and a sense of
awe-inspiring vastness.

Since its premiere in 2019, the production has received widespread recognition. Its West End run in
2021 won five Laurence Olivier Awards, including Best New Play, while its Broadway debut in 2023
earned three Tony Awards for Scenic Design, Lighting Design, and Sound Design. It has also
garnered five UK Theatre Awards and the WhatsOnStage Award for Best New Play, solidifying its
place as a landmark in modern theater.

In 2023, the global tour of Life of Pi began, captivating audiences in major cities across the UK,
Ireland, and North America. In 2025, the production embarks on its highly anticipated Asia tour. This
marks a new chapter in its journey, bringing this deeply philosophical and visually stunning
masterpiece to audiences across the region.



FAIRE Creatives

¥5 - F5% 8 Yann Martel | 53 Novelist
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Yann Martel is a Canadian writer. He is the author of a collection of short stories and four novels,
most notably Life of Pi, for which he won the 2002 Man Booker Prize. Writing credits include 7The
Facts Behind the Helsinki Roccamatios, Self, Life of Pi, Beatrice and Virgil, The High Mountains
of Portugal and the non-fiction collection /01 Letters to a Prime Minister: The Completed Letters
to Stephen Harper. Martel is presently at work on Son of Nobody, a novel about the Trojan War.
He Lives in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, with the writer Alice Kuipers and their four children.

YEAGEE - By it Lolita Chakrabarti | ##% Playwright
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Lolita Chakrabarti OBE is an award-winning actress and playwright. Her first play Red Velvet
earned the Evening Standard Charles Wintour Award for Most Promising Playwright 2012, The Critics’
Circle Award for Most Promising Playwright 2013, AWA for Arts and Culture 2013 and an Olivier
Award nomination for Outstanding Achievement in an Affiliate Theatre 2012. Other writing credits
include Hymn, Life of Pi, an adaptation of Italo Calvino’s Invisible Cities for MIF, a VR film Stones of
Venice for New Vision Arts Festival, The Greatest Wealth celebrating 8 decades of the NHS and
dramaturg on Message in a Bottle by ZooNation.

Byl - SRS Max Webster | 3 Director
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Webster is an award-winning theatre director, specialising in spectacular new work, opera and live
music events. He has directed major productions in London at the Donmar Warehouse, the Old
Vic, Shakespeare’s Globe and English National Opera, as well as on Broadway, and across Europe
and Asia. He was Associate Director (2015-2018) at the Old Vic and Associate Director (2020-2024) at
the Donmar Warehouse. Webster has been nominated for both a Tony and Olivier award for Best
Director. His recent work includes Macbheth and Henry V (Donmar Warehouse), La Bohéme
(Goteborg Opera) and The Merry Widow (English National Opera), among others.
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Trained at ArtsEd. Recent theatre and TV work includes Brown Boys Swim (Soho Theatre / UK
tour), Bhaijaan (Hope Theatre), Casualty (BBC), Piglets (ITV) and Silent Witness (BBC). Ghole
attended a workshop Friday at the Masjid at the RSC.
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Venugopal originated the role of Rani on Broadway. Recent theatre work includes
Life of Pi (Broadway & A.R.T.), Come Fall in Love (The Old Globe), Atlantis (Virginia Rep), Annie
(North Carolina Theatre), Peter Pan (Theatreworks) and Next to Normal (Boston).

EHE - 73135 Harleen Sahota | hillg Rani
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Sahota began her professional acting career whilst training at EAST 15 Acting School, now in her final

year of drama school and is making her professional stage debut with Life of Pi as Rani and cover Pi.
She is also a singer-songwriter and a pianist.

S haAE - GHIBETE Aria Prasad |

BBl #5 > WIRSTE (FLB%%E) Amma, Nurse, Orange Juice (the orangutan)

V5 B B A - ZEEIEY RS (Sweet Cider) ~ {No Such Cold Thing) ~
{Merchant of Vembly) 5z {Bollywood Jack) e SR ESEHE (Honeycomb Lodge) ~
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Stage credits include Sweet Cider (Tamasha, Arcola Theatre), No Such Cold Thing (Tricycle / Kiln

Theatre), Merchant of Vembly (Cockpit Theatre) and Bollywood Jack (Tara Arts). Film and TV

credits include Honeycomb Lodge, Spooks series 8 (BBC) and Doctors (BBC), among others.

¥EJE - A&l Ronny Jhutti | &5l Baba

SKEEfALondon Academy of Acting * ZEIEIGEUERRE (MAE) ~ (ENERIKE
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Trained at London Academy of Acting. Theatre work includes 4 Little Princess
(Theatre by the Lake), The Caucasian Chalk Circle (Rose Theatre, Kingston), NW Trilogy
(Kiln Theatre), The Game of Love and Chai (Tara Arts) and Rafta, Rafta (National Theatre),
among others.
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Japanese-American performer, writer, and filmmaker based in London. Born in Michigan and raised

across several countries, she returned to the US to complete a BFA before launching her career. Since

then, she has acted, written, and directed for both stage and screen.

W% P32 - &JE Pushpinder Chani | BIE# - PE%iE Mamaji, Pandit-ji
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Chani has worked extensively in theatre, television and radio. Theatre credits include Run Rebel (Pilot
Theatre and Tour 23/24), The Jungle Book (Duke’s Theatre Lancaster), A Christmas Carol (Albany
Theatre) and Around the World in 80 Days (New Vic & Royal Exchange), among others. He has also
recorded many radio plays for BBC Radio 4 and BBC Asian Network.

4T - S - ] Melody Chikakane Brown |

A Ze 1 > W2 ~ iR Mrs. Okamoto, Zaida Khan, Captain
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Brown has worked with Royal Shakespeare Company, Shakespeare’s Globe, Sheffield Theatres,

Watermill Theater, Southwark Playhouse and many leading theatre companies. She is the voice of
Violet Spider in Game Science’s Black Myth Wukong, also appeared in BBC’s radio shows The
Chatterleys and Money Gone.
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Commander Grant Jones, Father Martin, Russian Sailor
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Trained at Bristol Old Vic Theatre School. Recent theatre work includes My Brilliant Friend (National

Theatre), Othello (English Touring Theatre) and Peter Pan at Regent's Park. He also works as a fight

director for Netflix, Channel 4 and a number of UK theatres and companies.
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A - BHMEIT Oliver Davis | #:{55i + ¥ Puppeteer, Cook

A BEBIHE R B AR S P e A i i SRR R B2« R B B Gecko
Theatre ~ Frantic Assembly ~ {HEkERPuppet Centre ~ Folded Feather Puppetry I{Efi#%
A -

Studied at the University of Warwick and graduated with a First Class BA (Hons) in Theatre &
Performance Studies. Davis has trained and worked with Gecko Theatre and Frantic Assembly, as well

4

as puppetry companies Puppet Centre and Folded Feather Puppetry.

" HErd - A Ronan Cullen | B:{B0i - 5T Puppeteer, Cook
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Cullen is an actor and puppeteer from Warrington. Trained at East 15 Acting School with a BA degree

in Acting & Physical Theatre. His theatre work includes Lost & Found (Factory International), In the
Night Garden Live (Minor Entertainment) and Bones (Park Theatre), among others.

VFF - ¥EZEH§ Kate Rowsell | #2{85ii Puppeteer
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F2E ~  (The Hatchling) ~ P0iEs0#H (Peter Rabbit’s Easter Adventure) »
{Darlings) ~ {Janus) % -

Trained at University of the West of England. Her theatre work includes Life of Pi (UK and International

Tour), The Hatchling (Queen’s Platinum Jubilee), Peter Rabbits Easter Adventure (Histrionic Productions),

Darlings (Edinburgh Fringe Festival) and Janus (Shoe Box Theatre).

Pl - B3 Ben Murrell | 5:{55i Puppeteer
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Murrell is an actor and an established puppeteer who has toured the UK and internationally with various
shows, including The Adventures of Alice in Wonderland (UK Tour) and Stitch Live (Disney). He’s also
an author with a range of books from novels to short stories.

BFJE - HIHRE Sophie Hirst | 28R Puppeteer
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Trained at Steelworks Performing Arts Academy, House of Jazz. Credits include Cinderella and Snow
White & The Seven Dwarfs (Wyvern Theatre), Foxy Bingo (UK Broadcast 2024), The Very Hungry
Caterpillar (UK / International Tour) and London Olympic Closing Ceremony, among others.
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W] Jasmine Chiu | $#2{5Af Puppeteer
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Hong Kong-Canadian puppeteer, actor, and dance artist based in London. Her theatre work includes My

Neighbour Totoro (Royal Shakespeare Company / Improbable), Dragon Spring Phoenix Rise (The Shed,
NYC) and has worked with leading dance companies. She was Choreodrome Artist 2021 at The Place.

MJ Lee | #{#5§ Puppeteer
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Canadian actor and performance director based in London. With a background in competitive figure

skating, professional dance, fitness, combat and a degree in Sociology and French Language &
Literature from Dartmouth (US), her eclectic background brings a unique perspective to her career.

B - % Tom Norman | #:{5Af Puppeteer
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Studied at the Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama. Norman was a Double Heart

puppeteer in the National Theatre’s WarHorse (UK, Ireland, South Africa, Holland and Belgium) and

Puppetry Captain / Ensemble in /0] Dalmatians (UK/Ireland Tour). He also participated in WICKED

(2024 film).

HE - ##hile Becca Hirani | ##lii 2 Off Stage Cover / Swing

I 20244F- i BUR M 2 ET WU (The Monster Beneath Us) Sffifii £ 74 » HAth
{ES Gt Catherine Earnshaw— &3 F 2 1EHR Y (Mg LEH:) AR > DL
JefrLowry@flihuCaEHify {Outstage Us)  ©

Hirani recently played the leading role in 7The Monster Beneath Us premiered at Frightfest 2024. Other

credits include the audio book Wuthering Heights where she received positive reviews for her performance
of Catherine Earnshaw, and Outstage Us, a collection of plays at the Lowry.
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Creative and Prodution Team

BUYEBET Producer | Simon Friend Entertainment
FLBIFENT Co-Producers |

Royo Entertainment & Rts Entertainment

BUYEEX Production Company

BIPE N Producer | Simon Friend

HITHUYE Executive Producer | Hanna Osmolska
BIVEHIEE General Manager | Aaron Rogers
FTIBIEE Admin Assistant | Poppy Maxwell

AR S Asia Tour Producer

BUE A Asia Tour Producer | Tom De Keyser,
Hamish Greer, Boris Cao

BUYEHEE Asia Tour General Manager | Adam
Mcclelland, Zanyar Zhang

AITEBIRR Creatives

53 Novelist | #5 - FEZ&H Yann Martel

i Playwright | FEAINE - A vohy g7

Lolita Chakrabarti

B Director | FEoelli - FEMAWTRF Max Webster
PR Set & Costume Designer | Tim Hatley
{EEE BN EHEE Puppetry & Movement Director |
Finn Caldwell

JEk % Puppet Designer | Nick Barnes, Finn Caldwell
FAGERET Video Designer | Andrzej Goulding
FECRET Lighting Designer | Tim Lutkin, Tim Deiling
%t Sound Designer | Carolyn Downing

{Eith Composer | Andrew T. Mackay

EREIREE Dramaturg | Jack Bradley

Wi MEF X Touring Production

BRI TEELE International Tour Director | Leigh Toney
THERRE B E R [FIH5E Global Associate Movement &
Puppetry Director | Scarlet Wilderink

[ [#]:E 55 Resident Director | Gabriella Bird

Fifi ] (8% Fi5 5L Resident Puppet Director | Tom Stacy
EAiFFEEL Fight Direction | John Sandeman

o] PSR T B RSB International Production Manager
(Setting Line) | Andy Fox, Lee Batty

A1 24557 Associate Sound Engineer | Rob Bettle
HEEF;T Production Sound Engineer | Elliot Williams
F&EHT Production Electrician |

Theo Chadha, George Seal

PEEHHIT Production Carpenter |

Oliver Ellerton, Aaron Nolan

B4 il Production Video | Adam Sansom

W H i E % Touring Company - Crew

I E#SHE Company Manager | James McAllister
BB Technical Stage Manager | William Darby

HITEEES Deputy Stage Manager | Kelly Evans

BhEREEES Assistant Stage Manager |

Josh York (Book Cover), Zoe Leonard

Fefli 5l Technical Swing (Asm / Sound) | Darren Jones

ELTITFRE Head of Stage | Chris Robinson

TR T Head of Sound | Steven Selby

FHEERTET Deputy Head of Sound | Jo Haig

FECHiTEE Head of Lighting | Corben Jones

FEEHTET Deputy Head of Lighting | F&#kik

G fiTFE%E Head of Video | Benet Doeringer

ST T Deputy Head of Video | Liam Hudson

RS THIEE Head of Wardrobe | Danielle Bryson

NREEASERENTT Deputy Head of Wardrobe |

Natalie Onoufriou

JE41E45 8 Puppet Technician | Aga Fraczak

YIBLIEERT Physiotherapist | Csenge Kaminszki
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