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SLAM! A stunning show with a smashing title. SLAM! An onomatopoeia but also a powerful wrestling
move where the opponent is thrown to the ground. In the wrestling world, a slam is showcased through

different forms, allowing artistic exploration.

SLAM! is where a kilted Scotsman and a muscular superhero, an Amazon warrior woman and a contortion-
ist Barbie, and a luchador with a diabolo master, all face off in the ring. All opponents contrast and highlight
each other’s strengths. And the audience, a character in itself, punctuates the circus prowess with its ahs!

and ohs!, cheering its heroes and booing its villains.

SLAM! is more than just wrestling. At times, the spectator’s gaze shifts outside the ring to meet characters
who gravitate around this universe without taking part in the fight. Commentators, fervent wrestling fans,
bodyguards, cameramen and janitors become the focus of sketches interspersed between the duels. Zany,
surprising and poetic, these vignettes are a pretext for highlighting a range of disciplines: ground acrobatics,

displays of strength, hand to hand and juggling.

SLAM! is also definitively theatrical: in the entrance of the belligerents, in the musical score, in the use of
live video and, of course, with the performers acting. The result is a show in which, from one tableau to the
next, the audience will bear witness to the wrestler’s pain, laugh, feel hopeful, be moved or scared, yet

mostly, amazed.

SLAM! A wrestling show where body bends and theatrical twists meet the mat.
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In 2002, the WWF (World Wildlife Fund) filed a lawsuit against the World Wrestling Federation, claiming
the exclusive property rights of its acronym. The sports federation therefore became the World Wrestling
Entertainment, recognizing the fact that professional wrestling was first and foremost a performance.

This entertaining art form, gathering diversified, fervent crowds letting off steam, represents to my eyes the
ideal interface between circus and theatre. The wrestling ring permits the acrobatic performers to transform
into characters that are bigger than themselves and the stage directions ultimately become theatrical. SLAM!
suggests being a ritual in flying colors where we willingly agree to the “suspension of disbelief.”

—Robert Lepage
33 Director
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Robert Lepage is a renowned multidisciplinary artist, celebrated as an actor, director, playwright, and stage
director. Known for his original, contemporary works that blend history with cutting-edge technologies, he began
his career after enrolling at the Conservatoire d’art dramatique de Québec in 1975. In 1994, Lepage founded Ex
Machina, a multidisciplinary creation company, and later established La Caserne and the venue Le Diamant in
Quebec City. His most significant works include The Seven Streams of the River Ota, The Dragons’ Trilogy, The
Far Side of the Moon, The Image Mill, and his collaborations with Cirque du Soleil, KA and TOTEM.
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Bruno Gagnon, once the most hyperactive student in his class, joined Cirque du Soleil on his eighteenth birthday
as a trampolinist and juggler for Corteo. After performing thousands of shows to millions of spectators, he
co-founded FLIP Fabrique to share his own artistic vision. For eight years, Gagnon toured the world, creating
shows filled with camaraderie, poetry, and humor. As FLIP Fabrique grew, he shifted focus to managing the
company. With SLAM!, he achieved a major goal - collaborating with Robert Lepage and Ex Machina, marking
a significant milestone in his artistic journey.
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Olivier Normand, a graduate of the Conservatoire d'art dramatique de Québec, has performed extensively in
Quebec City, notably in Les Feluettes, Le Misanthrope, Twelfth Night, and Britannicus. He’s also starred in Robert
Lepage’s Ex Machina productions, including Playing Cards: Hearts and Needles and Opium. Passionate about
movement, Normand has taught at the Ecole de cirque de Québec for many years. He designed FLIP Fabrique’s
first production, which toured 10 countries, and later directed several shows for the company, including Attrape-moi
and Blizzard. In 2022, he became an artist in residence and creative consultant for Robert Lepage - Ex Machina.

& Acrobats
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Characters | Master of ceremonie; Cameraman; Referee; El Diabolo; Spectator
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Jérémie Arsenault, raised in Québec City, developed a passion for theater, dance, and circus from a young age.
After training at the Ecole de cirque de Québec, he toured globally with Cirque du Soleil and Cirque Eloize. In
2011, he co-founded FLIP Fabrique, where he continues performing.

®e% - BT Fabien Cortes
filf | RSB - BFRMEAT - B FmpkeEa T - BUR

Characters | Commentator; Scottish Wrestler; Referee; Luchador; Spectator
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Fabien Cortes, from Gers, France, discovered his love for circus early, starting with Pop Circus - Arc en Cirque.
He later trained at the Ecole de cirque de Québec. A versatile artist, he specializes in hand to hand and trampoline
duos. Cortes has performed with Cirque Kikasse, Machine de Cirque, and FLIP Fabrique.
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Characters | Commentator; Interviewer; Amazon; Referee; Salesperson
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Born in Monaco, Maeva Desplat started artistic gymnastics at three, later excelling in acrobatic gymnastics with
two European Championship qualifications and one World Championship appearance. After transitioning to
circus arts, she trained at the Ecole de cirque de Québec, graduating in 2020. Desplat specializes in swing and
enjoys Cyr wheel, trampoline, and Chinese hoop diving.
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Characters | Groupie; Barbie girl; Creature; Leopard; Ring girl
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Naomi Eddy, from Pennsylvania, USA, is a martial artist turned circus performer specializing in contortion, hand
balance, and Chinese pole. Eddy graduated from the Ecole de Cirque de Québec in 2022. Eddy's first major
production, SLAM!, combines circus and wrestling skills.
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Characters | Referee; Louis Cyr (Strong Man); Bodyguard; Manager; Spectator; Leopard
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Jonathan Julien, a talented showman from Québec, trained at the Ecole de cirque de Québec, graduating in 2012.
Specializing in trampoline wall and hand to hand acrobatics, he has performed globally with top circus companies.
Julien’s work has been featured on The Ellen DeGeneres Show and Le plus grand cabaret du monde (TV5).
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Characters | Superhero; Janitor; Paramedic; Playboy
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Stéphane Pansa began his circus journey at 12 in French Guiana, inspired by his brother's acrobatics. Specializing
in slack wire, he completed a civic service with Latitude Cirque and trained at Piste d'Azur in France. By 19,
Pansa had already participated in international projects, fulfilling his dream as a circus artist.
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Characters | Referee; Heavy Metal Babyface; Bodyguard; Paramedic
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Cédrik Pinault, a Québec Cup trampoline champion, graduated from the Ecole de cirque de Québec in 2013. He
has since performed globally in Cirque du Soleil shows, ESPN events, and even in Rio de Janeiro. Pinault now
performs in his third show, SLAM!, with FLIP Fabrique.
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Characters | Referee; Groupie; Cameraman; Muse; Spectator; Showgirl
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Adéle Saint-Martin, a hand to hand acrobat from France, discovered the circus at 13 and trained for the National

Circus School of Chatellerault, which she entered in 2013. Graduating from the Ecole de cirque de Québec in
2020, she specializes in acrobatics while expanding skills in hand balancing, teeterboard, and more.
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BIPERAR (¥6)8%) Production Advisor - Circus | Christophe Hamel

Fiffi#t 2 Technical Director - Creation | Emilie Bérubé

BUERE KRG Production Manager & Tour Manager | Eric Gingras
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B} Co-production | Le Diamant, La Tohu, Centre des Arts Juliette-Lassonde de Saint-Hyacinthe,

Centre culturel de l'université de Sherbrooke, Maison de la Culture de Gatineau, Meany Center for the Performing Arts,
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In partnership with Le Ministére de la Culture et des Communications du Québec

BIE N Producer for Ex Machina | Michel Bernatchez
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