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Between dreamlike fiction and factual reality, Dimanche paints a witty and tender portrait of
humanity surprised by the uncontrollable forces of nature.

The story is told in three acts, each act dealing with a different natural disaster and direct
consequences on the life of a family: the rise in global temperatures, the violence of hurricanes
and the devastating impact of Tsunamis. On one hand, we follow the adventures of a team of
wildlife reporters travelling the world, on the other hand, the everyday-life of a family, in camera.

A family is about to spend their Sunday together, a family tradition. The family members are busy
with day-to-day routines. A small world seems to turn on its own as if everything were normal.
But the walls are shaking, strong winds and torrential rain rage outside, and the storm has only just
begun. Amidst this climatic chaos, the protagonists absurdly attempt to maintain a normal family
life. The people for whom an eminent ending seems possible only in the distant future, an absurd
thought, unreal. Meanwhile, on the road, three reporters — a newsreader, a cameraman and a prop
and sound technician — are travelling the world, witnessing the dawn of the apocalypse. They film,
with what little equipment they have, Earth’s last living species. They hope to keep a trace of
everything disappearing before their eyes.

In doing so, Dimanche observes the ingenuity and stubbornness of humans as they try to preserve
their day-to-day habits, going to absurd extremes to keep up a sense of normalcy despite the chaos
of an ecological collapse. These one-off reports announce natural disasters to come, and at the
same time complete the storyline, offering an external viewpoint on the situation.
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For a long time, Focus Company and Chaliwaté Company have been following and appreciating
each other’s work. Both had a similar approach to the art, and it was obvious that they shared a
common taste for unusual theatrical forms. As if they spoke the same visual, artisanal, and poetic
language. Focus Company and Chaliwaté Company want to mutualise their skills and tools to
shape something special combining movement art, object theatre, marionette, stage acting and
video. They work meticulously, concentrating on the smallest details to create a singular visual
and poetic language, which grows from daily life, the personal and intimate experience, the
“infra- ordinary,” aiming to touch the universal.
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Directed by Julie Tenret, who graduated from INSAS, the Focus company from Brussels creates
shows combining theater of objects, puppets, actors, and video. The scenic language Julie
proposes is essentially visual metaphorical, poetic, artisanal, very close to a cinematographic
writing. Her shows are aimed to all audiences and deal with social issues starting from the
intimate, the infra-ordinary to reach the universal. In 2009, in collaboration with Isabelle Darras
and Agnés Limbos, she created the show Fragile, which received a prize for its sensitivity, its
strength and its commitment at the Rencontres de Théatre de Huy in Belgium. To this date more
than 250 performances have been presented around the world. In 2011, in collaboration with
Isabelle Darras, she created Silence which was presented at Avignon Festival in Théatre des Doms
in 2014. The show received numerous awards: the Maeterlinck Prize for the best young audience
show in 2015 as well as the press crush and the Youth Minister’s Prize. To this day Silence has
been presented 350 times.
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Trained in the gestural arts, Sicaire Durieux and Sandrine Heyraud created Chaliwaté
company in 2005. Based in Brussels, they defend a visual language without words, poetic,
physical and artisanal, mixing gestural theatre, object theatre, circus, and dance. For them,
gesture is a singular means of creating evocative, suggestive, and metaphorical images.
Present and active on the Belgian and international scene, Chaliwaté Company creates shows
that are accessible to the greatest number of people without language barriers. The company
has won numerous international awards and honors and has given more than 1000
performances in all around the world.

Their first show Joséphina was created in 2009 and won various awards in Canada, Mexico, and
Spain. Also, it was nominated for the Maeterlinck Prize in Belgium in 2013 in the “Discovery”
category. In 2011, their show for young audiences /o was presented at the Rencontres Jeune
Public de Huy in Belgium where it received several awards. It was selected by the Théatre des
Doms for the 2012 edition of the Avignon Festival and toured for 6 years in Belgium, France and
internationally. The show has been performed more than 350 times.

In 2015, Sicaire Durieux and Sandrine Heyraud teamed up with Loic Faure to create the show
Jetlag, combining movement theatre and circus. It was nominated for the Maeterlinck Awards in
the category “Best Circus Show” in 2016. Jetlag was presented at the Avignon Festival in the OFF
in 2018. To this day it continues to tour in Belgium, France and internationally. In 2018, Sandrine
Heyraud and Sicaire Durieux were awarded the SACD Belgium Prize in “Gestual Theatre” for all
their shows.
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Actor/Actress is at the center of the story, driving the narrative, at one time as the storyteller, at
another as one of the characters or as a technician, manipulating the objects on stage.

Through the body to create theatrical scenes which demand that the characters move in various
expressive and singular ways. By confronting our characters with physically constraining
situations, such as the destructive natural forces of nature, we set the stage for many great
possibilities in terms of corporeal dramaturgy.

The object is used for its symbolic, subjective, and metaphorical force. It can be distorted,
transformed, or used as a linking element, creating a bridge between scenes. Objects also can be
used to create singular theatrical settings, indoors and outdoors, and to play with different scales
and sizes. This technique allows us to write for the stage as one would write for the cinema, using
close-ups, wide shots, tracking shots, spatial transposition, etc.

The puppets are hyper-realistic and life-size, to create the “illusion of the living”. Using to
represent among other characters: an old lady, a pink flamingo, a polar bear, and its cub.

The video is used as a prop for the reporting team. All films will be shot and edited in advance
essentially using objects and animation. Their films will be shown on a screen. Voluntarily or by
chance, the films present images of the outside world, completing the live reporting activity on stage.

The scenography, with the passionate about second-hand shops and street markets, the team
deeply appreciate and have a strong taste for unusual, old, and used objects which they find often
inspire the stories. Using different dimensions and scales to create sometimes realistic, sometimes
dreamlike spaces. Aesthetically, the show may relate to films by Wes Anderson, Bent Hamer, and
photographs by Gregory Crawdson.
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Written and Directed by | Julie Tenret
Sicaire Durieux, Sandrine Heyraud

With | Thomas Dechaufour, Shantala Pépe
Christine Heyraud, Julie Dacquin, Sophie Leso
Denis Robert

Dramaturgy | Alana Osbourne
Scenographer | Zoé Tenret

Stage Set Construction | Zoé Tenret

Bruno Mortaignie (LS Diffusion)

Sébastien Boucherit, Sebastien Munck
Puppets Creator | Joachim Jannin
Jean-Raymond Brassinne (Waw! Studios)
Puppet Assistant Creator | Emmanuel Chessa
Aurélie Deloche, Gaélle Marras

Lighting | Guillaume Toussaint Fromentin
Sound | Brice Cannavo

Video | Tristan Galand

1st AC | Alexandre Cabanne

Key Grip | Hatuey Suarez

Underwater Filming | Alexandra Brixy

TV News Filming | Tom Gineyts
Post-production Video | Paul Jadoul

Video Set Construction | Zo¢ Tenret
Sébastien Munck

Video Sound |

Jeft Levillain (Studio Chocolat-noisette)
Roland Voglaire (Boxon Studio)

Costume | Fanny Boizard

General Stage Management | Léonard Clarys
Stage Management | Leonard Clarys
Isabelle Derr, Hugues Girard, Nicolas Ghion
David Alonso Morillo, Charlotte Persoons
Lian Van De Putte

Tour Manager | Chiara Christoffersen

Cast | Thomas Dechaufour, Christine Heyraud

Sophie Leso




