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About Max Cooper

Max Cooper has carved a unique space as an audio-visual artist with a science PhD and
an international reputation as a leading electronic musician.

His work carries an emotional resonance and sensory immersion, often focusing on
humanity’s place in the world. He merges electronic music and visual art with scientific
enquiry through installations, live performance, immersive audio-visual experiences, a
range of digital media and award-winning music videos.

Unspoken Words is Cooper’s 6th studio album and the latest in an impressive back
catalogue that dates back to 2007, when he juggled studying Computational Biology
with being resident DJ at a local techno club.

He supplied the music for a powerful video narrated by Greta Thunberg and Pope Fran-
cis and played at COP26, urging world leaders to consider climate and environment in
Covid recovery plans. In 2021, he became the first techno artist to play at the Acropolis
in Athens, Greece.

Other work includes commissions from The Barbican, France TV, AND& festival,
Waltham Forest Borough Council, and collaborations with Zaha Hadid Architects, The
Babraham Institute, and L-Acoustics alongside musical reworks of contemporary
classical musicians including Philip Glass, Nils Frahm, Terry Reilly and Michael
Nyman and pop artists Hot Chip and Moby.

His label, Mesh, is keenly placed to explore the intersection of music, art and science
through interdisciplinary creative collaborations that blur lines between art, mathemat-
ics, film, choreography, sciences, architecture, psychology and spirituality.



Artist’s Note

My concert in Taichung will be a fusion of all of my audio-visual album projects,
connected by a narrative of emergence, natural systems and the human condition.

I have worked with almost one hundred animators, coders, film makers, architects,
scientists and musicians over the past 10 years to create the content, alongside a custom
performance system that allows me to have live control over all of the music and
visuals.

The aim with each show is to tell a story as well as interact with the audience and the
space, using projection mapping and semi transparent screens for 3D effect to create a
unique show every time.

My background and training is in computational biology and I try to present quantitative
natural system representations in combination with artistic and humanised interpretations.
For example, the show includes visualisations of the distribution of the primes, the
digits of pi, cellular automata, Penrose tiling, the Fibonacci sequence, symmetry, waves,
astronomical systems, geological forces, reaction-diffusion, proto-life, flocking
systems, cellular morphogenesis, Wittgenstein’s Tractatus, the capitalist machine,
human population expansion, growth of the built environment, digital life, digital
humanism and posthumanism.

Every chapter has music scored to each visual idea, mapping the structures, ideas and
moods. But enjoying the show doesn’t require interest in these ideas. We are all
immersed in natural aesthetics from birth, irrespective of location and socialisation, and
I aim to stimulate feeling and curiosity from the unique perspective of each attendee, via
all of the things we share inhabiting this biological machine.

For those interested in delving further into the ideas and how each chapter was created,
there are websites for each album:
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Thanks for having a read about my work and collaborations, and I hope to see you at the
event.

Max Cooper

In Association with The Wild Seeds, LittleBig and National Taichung Theater
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