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Skid by Damien Jalet
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World premiere: 7 November 2017, the Géteborg Opera

Duration: approximately 40 minutes
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Dancer: Benjamin Behrends, CHEN Tsung-Hsien, Zachary Enquist, Sabine Groenendjik
Mai Lisa Guinoo, Hiroki Ichinose, Valerija Kuzmica, Rachel McNamee, Waldean Nelson
Einar Nikkerud, Riley OFlynn, Christoph von Riedemann, Duncan C Schultz
Endre Schumicky, Frida Dam Seidel, TU Lee-Yuan, Arika Yamada, Joseba Yerro Izaguirre
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Introductory talk during a 40-minutes intermission

SAABA by Sharon Eyal
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World premiere: 30 October 2021, the Gteborg Opera

Duration: approximately 45 minutes
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Dancer: Benjamin Behrends, CHEN Mei, Miguel Duarte, Hiroki Ichinose, Janine Koertge,

Rachel McNamee, Riley O Flynn, Christoph von Riedemann, Duncan C Schultz,
Frida Dam Seidel, TU Lee-Yuan, Joseba Yerro Izaguirre, Amanda Akesson
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Skid — Dance on the verge of the impossible
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Every existence is pulled between a desire to rise and a fear of falling. From the very moment we are born, the
struggle against gravity begins. In Skid, GoteborgsOperans Danskompani is united in the struggle against gravity —

and in the courage of letting go.

The stage floor in Damien Jalet’s Skid is on a 34-degree incline, which heads straight into the orchestra pit. The
human relationship to gravity and the resistance and abandonment bound to it is what sets the 16 dancers in motion.
When the floor is on such a steep incline, objects fall and continue to accelerate unless something stops them.
Empty clothing left behind immediately slides away. This new landscape of physical possibilities creates a chain

reaction of physical and emotional events - dangerous, humorous, moving.

“Everything the dancers do will be different. They will have to learn how to move in this environment, which we
have seven weeks to explore. How can we tame this space? What physical story lines will be drawn through the
relationship between the bodies and the slope? The human body becomes the crossroad between will, collapse and

resilience where alterity is often the only comfort against the call of the void”, says Damien Jalet.
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Damien Jalet is an independent Belgian and French choreographer and dancer who worked with many renowned
dance companies such as Ballet C. de la B., Sasha Waltz and Guest and Chunky Move. He is interested in the
conversation with other media such as the visual arts, music, cinema, theater and fashion. His works are therefore
often collaborative. His international accolades include Lawrence Oliver Award. In 2019, he choreographed the
film Anima for Thom Yorke, the main vocalist of the rock band Radiohead who also scored the film. In the same

year, he became Madonna’s creative advisor for her first theatrical tour “Madame X.”
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SAABA — Dance on the wave of vulnerabilities
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Assistant Choreographer Rebecca Hytting

According to Duncan C Schultz, a dancer of SA4BA, he has been fully captivated by Sharon Eyal's work and exceptional

experience has taken him into a completely different realm.

“Sharon Eyal seeks to explore elements that have never been seen or felt in the past and attempts to break away from the
known and go beyond the limits of our senses. Her world has its own language and independent noumenon. When entering
this world, one must openly and honestly present themselves, unveiling their truest colors. This world retains every cell of
their bodies, and even their entire being. As if summoning the human and animal aspects within us, it blends them together,
and takes us into a space that is both fragile and powerful. People usually avert from being naked in front of and opening
our hearts to strangers, a day to day practice. However, Sharon Eyal demands that her dancers do just that. She opens up
our hearts and enables us to show our true selves more fully. The performance allows you to share our vulnerabilities, our

souls, and even our inner selves.” —— Excerpt from an interview with Duncan C Schultz from Pd sdarbar vaglingd
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Sharon Eyal is an Israeli choreographer attentively watched by the international dance communities. She danced
with the Batsheva Dance Company between 1990-2012 and served as Associate Artistic Director and a House
Choreographer. In 2005, Eyal started to collaborate with Gai Behar on her creations and the jointly founded L-E-V
company, collaborating with first-class dance companies and theaters around the world, including Nederlands Dans
Theater, Staatsballett Berlin, and Paris Opera Ballet. Eyal also extended her talent into fashion and music industry

and have collaborated with Christian Dior Couture and Maria Grazia Chiuri for various fashion shows.
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GoteborgsOperans Danskompani is one of the most prestigious contemporary dance companies
in Europe. We make daring and unexpected choices in our quest to create art as beautiful,
challenging and unpredictable as life itself. Uncompromising, bold and ground-breaking dance
art of absolute relevance with an expression that resonates throughout the international dance

world.

We are proud to present - for the very first time in Taiwan - an evening with two of our most

acclaimed dance works.

Skid by Damien Jalet takes the dancers as well as the audience on a beautiful, intensely physical
journey beyond the ordinary. The dancers defy gravity on the steep floor tilted at 34 degrees,

sloping towards the audience.

SAABA by Sharon Eyal is a perfect match between our amazing dancers and Sharon’s intricate
and specific movement language. Always intriguing, ingeniously expressive via every cell in the
dancers’ bodies. A feat to perform and a rare treat to experience.

A warm thank you to Joyce Y. Chiou at National Taichung Theater for inviting us.

Katrin Hall

Artistic Director, GoteborgsOperans Danskompani
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Artistic Director | Katrin Hall
Rehearsal Director | Osnat Kelner
Pascale Mosselmans

Production Technical Manager | Fredrik Engler
Lighting Manager | David Stokholm
Lighting Supervisor | Niklas Ankarhem
Sound Engineer | Joachim Bohill
Stage Technician | Jens Bergquist
Costume Supervisor | Helena Avander Andreasson

Jane Dotevall
Physiotherapist | Krister Norrgards

Tour Project Manager | Stina Berggren

Skid
Choreographer | Damien Jalet
Stage Design | Jim Hodges
Carlos Marques da Cruz
Music Design | Christian Fennesz, Marihiko Hara
Costume Design | Jean Paul Lespagnard
Lighting Design | Joakim Brink
Choreographic Advisor | Aimilios Arapoglou

SAABA
Choreographer | Sharon Eyal
Co-creator | Gai Behar
Assistant Choreographer | Rebecca Hytting
Costume Design | Maria Grazia Chiuri
for the House of Dior
Lighting Design | Alon Cohen
Composer | Ori Lichtik
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