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About the Symposium

Theater is the venue where plays are performed. Correct? Not quite. It brings literature to
life and accommodates a wide range of art forms, including physical movement, music,
architecture, and visual art. The ancient Greeks and Romans built large, circular, open-air
amphitheater. During the Middle Ages, theater developed inside the church. In the 19
century, commercial theater thrived in the red-light district. In the modern period, theater
has become a concept as The Empty Space by Peter Brook, how theater defies rules. In
short, theater has evolved with time by growing at where it fits best.

Theater is also a public space where people meet, gather, exchange ideas and cultures.
Even in a boisterous era like now, theater evokes shared memories and creates common
languages for people with different backgrounds.

This year’s LAB X international symposium is themed “The Diverse Development of
Performing Arts Venues and Spaces”. Leading artistic practitioners from the U.S., the
U.K., and France will provide insight into venue operation, support for artists, community
involvement, and shaping art and culture in the city in order to facilitate the dynamic
change of performing arts venues by sharing their perspectives and experience.

Taiwanese artists will also participate in the discussion on the diversity of venue operation
and transdisciplinary mutual creation. They will provide examples of contemporary
artwork breaking the framework of traditional theater at unconventional spaces,
showcasing how artists make use of technology and atypical arts venues to create new
types of performance and expand immersive experience for the audience.

After all, performing artists have always been seeking novel ways to attract young art
lovers. Performing at a heterogeneous space to blur the boundaries between performers
and audiences, that is, to break the fourth wall, which exerts a direct impact on and brings
a unique experience to each audience, has become the latest craze.

For artists, exploring different venues will never cease being a challenge. Only if all of us
keep creating and embracing open dialogues will performing arts be vitalized and the
magical power of theater be sustained.

General and Artistic Director .
National Taichung Theater
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Agenda

Registration

(Keynote Address ]
Dancerly Intelligences: Exploring the Intersection of
Dance and Technology at Jacob's Pillow

( Panel Discussion ]
Education and Community Engagement within Venue Operation

Moderator: YEN Chi-ping / Deputy Director, National Taichung Theater
Keynote/Panelist: Pamela Tatge / Executive and Artistic Director, Jacob’s Pillow
Panelist: Ljuzem Madiljin / Artistic Director, Tjimur Dance Theatre

Registration

(Keynote Address ]
The Diverse Use and Business Models of Performing Arts
Venues and Spaces

(Keynote Address )
Les Enfants Terribles’ Experience of Performing in Unconventional
Venues and The Creations of Immersive Theater Works

( Panel Discussion ]
Utilization of Spaces and Design of Immersive Works

Moderator: WEI Wan-jung / Executive Director, OISTAT
Keynote/Panelists: Oliver Lansley / Artistic Director, Les Enfants Terribles,
James Seager / Creative Director, Les Enfants Terribles
Panelists: Albert CHEN / Co-founder and Creative Director, Surprise Lab.
CHOU Man-nung / Playwright, Director and Interdisciplinary Artist

Break

[ Keynote Address )
Co-creation of Cross-disciplinary Arts: Extending and
Creating Spaces for Performing Arts New Works

( Panel Discussion ]
The Changes in Audience Behavior and
Their Ways of Seeing Performances

Moderator: SUN Ping / Founder, Growing Green Production
Keynote/Panelists: Joris Mathieu/ Director of the Théatre Nouvelle Génération -
Centre dramatique National de Lyon
Panelists: Ziii KUO/ Co-founder, NAXS Corp.
Jet CHOU / Co-founder, IF Plus

The Agenda is subject to change.
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Pamela Tatge Executive and Artistic Director, Jacob’s Pillow

Pamela Tatge is the Executive and Artistic Director of Jacob’s
Pillow, an international dance Festival, professional School,
and Archives located in Western Massachusetts where she has
worked since 2016. Tatge is responsible for setting the artistic
vision and strategic goals for all aspects of the organization.
She recently completed Vision 22, a blueprint for enabling
Jacob’s Pillow to become a year-round center for dance
research and development. The initiative focused on creating
the Pillow Lab, an incubator of new work; enhancing the
Pillow’s civic leadership and community engagement; and
renewing campus facilities, including the creation of a new
studio for The School and the renovation of the Ted Shawn
Theatre. Tatge was named one of “The Most Influential People
in Dance Today” by Dance Magazine in 2017.
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OliVCl‘ Lansley Artistic Director, Les Enfants Terribles

Oliver Lansley is a British, Neuro-divergent writer, director and
performer who works across stage and screen. For television,
Oliver has collaborated with many key global broadcasters
including HBO Drama, FX, Amazon, C4 and the BBC.

Oliver is also Artistic Director of the multi award-winning and
pioneering theatre company, Les Enfants Terribles. The company
has created many ground-breaking productions.

In 2021 Oliver co-founded Wild Child: an organisation dedicated
to creating social mobility through the power of the arts.

EURIT - FEERS v o

BABEFI - BHTEL (Oliver Lansley) JE[RIEREH P IITTE R
i (ZEAt T E ) B GREETE - [E A S
) o T - RS TR RA A TR A B L e - PR
A > JRES AR S TR TY B R B - DU A B
TEdm RS 4 - BT I A BB O - GRS
B ~ BTSRRI G A B R T 6e -

]ames Seager Creative Director, Les Enfants Terribles

With a flair for immersive theatre, James co-directed the
world-renowned Alice’s Adventures Underground and Sherlock
Holmes: An Online Adventure. His experience in creating
high-impact immersive events traverses theatre and includes
large scale brand activations. James is well-known for his
creativity and unique style of work. He is passionate about
bringing the audience into the heart of the experience and
continues to explore the potential through theatre, technology
and beyond.
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Joris Mathieu

Director of the Théitre Nouvelle Génération — Centre dramatique National de Lyon

After getting a Master in Theatre Studies, Joris Mathieu founded
the Haut et Court art collective in 1998 with a few fellow actors
and technical creators in Lyon. As passionate about literature as
about visual arts, Joris Mathieu focuses on adapting novels or
short stories, which gives him the opportunity to fully express
himself as a stage director and author on stage.

Since January 2015, Joris Mathieu has become the director of
the Théatre Nouvelle Génération — Centre dramatique national
de Lyon. The artistic project of the Theater totally echoes with
the project started back in 1998 with the Haut et Court collective,
to investigate creation and poetry through intergenerational
lens. Finding new ways into art for each and every generation,
inventing new and innovative devices to reach out to audiences
and in particular, the younger ones : this is the very heart of the
CDN's project.
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YEN Chl—plng Deputy Director, National Taichung Theater

YEN is a curator and arts administrator with a background in
museology and a wealth of experience in visual arts creation.
She has held multiple positions at art institutions of local
government and central government agencies, public and
private foundations. During the ten years working at the Taipei
Cultural Center in New York, YEN served as a bridge between
Taiwanese art creators, groups, and institutions and their
international counterparts to facilitate interdisciplinary
collaborations in all kinds of performances and exhibitions.
With her acuity in art trends and unique full-dimensional
curatorial thinking, YEN is dedicated to introducing the wide
variety of art productions nurtured by the open society and

diverse cultures of Taiwan to the world.
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W EI Wan—jung Executive Director, OISTAT

WETI is the youngest executive director to hold the position at
OISTAT since its establishment in 1968, and also the first with
diplomatic training. While in her teenage years, she practiced
hip -hop dancing and later transitioned to contemporary dance.
With a belief in the commonality between diplomacy and
performing arts of “creating dialogues in daily life”, WEI
explores the relationship between contemporary dance and
society by writing dance critiques, with a particular focus on
feminism and gender issues. She earned her MA degree in Arts
Politics from Tisch School of the Arts, New York University.
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SUN Plng Founder, Growing Green Production

SUN is a producer who has long been contemplating the nature
and futurality of arts. Her productions center around addressing
the challenges brought about by experimenting with digital
media and expressing miscellaneous artistic vocabulary across
the spectrum between deliberation and spontaneity. She is also
actively involved in international exchanges among Taiwanese
and foreign art groups and institutions, including the Asia
Producer's Platform, Fly Global, and SEA plateaus.
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Ljuzem Madllj 1IN Artistic Director, Tjimur Dance Theatre

Born in the Paiwan Tjimur Village in Sandimen Township,
Pingtung County, Madiljin is currently an adjunct lecturer at
Tainan University of Technology, where she received a bachelor’s
degree in dancing. She completed her master's degree in the
Department of Cultural and Creative Industries at National
Pintung University and served as a board member at the National
Performing Arts Center (2018-2022). Having returned to her
hometown for many years, Madiljin is now devoted to teaching
and passing on the singing and dancing culture of Tjimur Village
and developing Paiwan contemporary physical training.
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CHOU Man-nung Playwright, Director and Interdisciplinary Artist

CHOU was the artist-in-residence at National Taichung Theater in
2021-2022. Detective Deduction commissioned by NTT, is a
finalist of the 21« Taishin Arts Award. For Plath (Fever 103°)
presented by Shakespeare’s Wild Sisters Group was also selected as
a finalist of the 9* Taishin Arts Award. Her plays were performed
in the Festival Off d’ Avignon and have been featured many times
worldwide. In recent years, CHOU has been working on numerous
technological art performances, including Sin City (2013), The
Night of Sodom (2015), and High Swimming (2018) at the 4
Kuandu Light Art Festival.
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Alber t CHEN Co-founder and Creative Director, Surprise Lab.

CHEN is a curator of experience design who pioneers Taiwan’s
emerging experience market. He specializes in creating original
experience of all kinds by integrating different materials, such as
immersive experience, food design, performing arts, and motion
graphics. He graduated from the Department of Engineering
Science and Ocean Engineering at National Taiwan University
and obtained an MSc degree in Innovation, Entrepreneurship and
Management at Imperial College London. After returning to
Taiwan in 2016, CHEN founded Surprise Lab., aiming at shaping

anew look for cities.
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Ziii KUO Co-founder, NAXS Corp.

KUO is an interdisciplinary developer and new media artist.
His works range from theater, virtual reality, webpage,
audio-visual performance, and space installation. In 2015, he
co-founded NAXS Corp., a new media art collective, which
has had works performed in National Taiwan Museum of Fine
Arts, Beijing Times Art Museum, Ars ElectronicaFestival in
Linz, Austria, and Transmediale in Berlin, Germany. His virtual
immersive theater Render Ghost even won the first prize of the
digital arts performance award in 2015.

KUO has been concentrating on livestreaming performances
with other artists online in recent years and he created a
metaverse platform Protoworld in 2022.




JRIZSHE bt bl i 25 U3\

H2HELPHERRR S AT - BEELEG SRR - 28
R eGS0 ~ BORBBAIREEERIE] - My R B
FEFH ~ Zrp B HR e TUB AU e e Bl 25 M S P A A B
FHARLE -

TIREB S E - BTSN (A
TRATRIE -

]et CHOU Co-founder, IF Plus

CHOU is a seasoned designer and planner of art projects,
including the Anarchy Dance Theater, the multimedia theater
of Egret Cultural & Education Foundation Taiwan, the
technology section of Taiwan Lantern Festival, the digital
display of government policy, the digital application of permanent
exhibitions in museums, the projection mapping show for the
S» anniversary of National Taichung Theater, and many other
interactive applications for commercial purposes.

He looks forward to more different types of collaboration so as
to take an increasingly deeper dive into the digital trend of this

cra.
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