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Created for the Festival d’Avignon, Tiago Rodrigues’ interpretation of Chek-
hov’s last play, La Cerisaie, breaks the fourth wall and brings the audience
together around the great challenges of today. After long years spent in exile in
Paris, Lyubov, played by the legendary French actress, Isabelle Huppert, returns
to her ancestral estate, about to be sold to pay off the family’s debts, signaling the
arrival of a new era.
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CONCEPT NOTE: Tiago Rodrigues
THE SAND COMEDY OF CHANGE Lisbon, April 2020

I have always thought that La Cerisaie was about the end. Firstly, as a reader and
drama student, then as a performer, | have always considered Chekhov's last play
as a work about the end of things, death, and last goodbyes. I was wrong. Or
rather, I believe I was in the wrong place at the wrong time - as if [ were not yet
worthy of contemplating this play or that I had not had enough life experience to
cross with it at the hour when the best daylight shines over it. Today, I can say
that it is a play about change; disguised probably as a play about the end. We
have this impression because the premises of change are not always promising,
and makes a point of collecting a good number of victims as it passes. However,
from where I stand today in observing La Cerisaie, I am certain that it deals with
the powerful and inexorable force of change.

Chekhov takes us to the frontiers of the theatrical genre. He gives all the clues to
convince us that he wrote a comedy, but with each step we walk in its dramatic
maze, we feel stronger and stronger the scent of tragedy. Like a field of flowers
hides venomous snakes inhabiting it. This hall of mirrors, now tragic, now
comic, now nostalgic, now hopeful, now about the end, now about the future, is
where from Chekhov propose us a meeting with our own existence reflecting in
a family and its satellites. A human group in a crisis.

Staging La Cerisaie today, it is talking of what happens for the first time. It is
talking about Lopakhine, the first member of his family tree to have the means
buy a property within an era where slavery has been abolished, the aristocracy
falling into decadence, making social climbing possible. Staging La Cerisaie in
2021 is talking about a time of profound but still invisible social mutation, a time
lived by the characters that still didn't understand that what they call ‘exception-
al’ it is the new norm. In staging La Cerisaie, it is to speak about men and women
convinced that they are experiencing something that has never been experi-
enced. It is about an unprecedented historic moment. It is addressing the pains
and hopes of a new world that no-one has entirely yet understood. It is about us.
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Festival d'Avignon X Tiago Rodrigues La Cerisaie

Premiere in July 2021 in the frame of the 75th Festival d'Avignon,
then on tour between December 2021 and March 2023.

Text / Anton Tchekhov  Translation / André Markowicz, Frangoise Morvan

Director / Tiago Rodrigues Artistic Collaboration / Magda Bizarro

Stage Design / Fernando Ribeiro Lighting Design / Nuno Meira

Costume Design / José Antonio Tenente Make-up & Hair / Sylvie Cailler, Jocelyne Milazzo
Music / Hélder Gongalves (composition), Tiago Rodrigues (lyrics) Sound / Pedro Costa
Assistant Director / Ilyas Mettioui  Performers / Isabelle Huppert, Isabel Abreu, Tom Adjibi,
Nadim Ahmed, Suzanne Aubert, Marcel Bozonnet, Alex Descas, Adama Diop, David Geselson,
Laure Mathis, Grégoire Monsaingeon, Alison Valence

Musicians / Manuela Azevedo, Hélder Gongalves

Set Construction / Ateliers du Festival d'Avignon
Costumes / Ateliers du TNP de Villeurbanne
Production / Festival d’Avignon

Co-production / Odéon-Théatre de I’Europe, Théatre Nacional Dona Maria II, Théatre National
Populaire de Villeurbanne, Comédie de Geneve, La Coursive - scéne nationale de la Rochelle,
Wiener Festwochen, Comédie de Clermont-Ferrand, National Taichung Theater, Teatro di
Napoli - Teatro Nazionale, Fondazione Campania Dei Festival - Compania Teatro Festival,
Théatre de Li¢ge, Holland Festival, International Theater Amsterdam



