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the Underworld
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A Most Welcome Relief

Under the dark clouds of COVID-19, formerly sociable people
have been cocooned at home, while animals enjoy their freedom
as they roam freely on the streets, and nature rebounds during
this respite: waters have now cleared, skies are once again blue,
and mountains have regained their lushness. Once regarded as a
challenge and threat to live performing arts, online streaming of
performances now has become the only means for art lovers to
connect with one another during the pandemic while bringing
fond recollections of our collective experiences in the here-and-
now. In this tranquil status quo, we inevitably miss the times
when commotion was the norm, and only when we’ve had
firsthand experience of long-distance relationships do we learn to
treasure the intimacy of a shared presence. As a new dawn finally
approaches on the horizon, it ushers in our new summer season,
2020 Summer Fun Time! With the revitalizing warm weather
drawing near, we hope to use art to unleash our creative and fun-

loving spirits as we once again head outdoors.

2020 Summer Fun Time features three main themes: Oh! NTT
Musicals, now a regular summer fixture at the National Taichung
Theater; Puppetry and Object Theater, an all-new category
presented in our summer season; and Summer Selections, an
energetic themes filled with laughter and friendship. 9 programs
are going to bring joys and connections that culminate in this

summer.

Since its inception in 2017, Oh! NTT Musicals has become a
regular event in the performing arts calendar, with people from
all corners of Taiwan coming to Taichung for a close summer
encounter with musicals. As the individual numbers in “2020”
sound like “love you” in Mandarin, love and dreams naturally
feature as the theme for this year’s series. Although current
circumstances have unfortunately prevented the Korean musical
Rimbaud from its originally scheduled live performance, we are
recreating the experience through a screening of the musical.
Taiwan Hoéliwood, a musical produced by Studio M in Taiwan
which saw its premiere in Taipei last year, urges us to fearlessly
chase our dreams in its recreation of the golden age of Taiwanese-
language cinema in the 1960, a treasured memory in the history of

Taiwan.

Objects are brought to life in the theater, and theater is enriched
with the usage of objects. The theme of Emerging Artists Project
this year is Puppetry and Object Theater, featuring LUO Fei-tsuei
and Théatre des Enfants Terribles One Day with Death, and the
exhibition/performance Packing BAGS by WU Hsia-ning and
House Peace; through puppetry and objects, these productions
suggest new perspectives on everyday life and memory. The Paper
Play of Puppet Beings Theatre explores the magic of paper and
creates a world of imagination, telling adventurous journeys about

friendship, self-confidence, and creative thinking,

Summertime means taking your young ones outdoors, and our
Summer Selections theme is the perfect pastime. In addition
to outdoor performances open to all, we have programs on our
indoor stages both you and your children can enjoy. FengShen
Baobao and Uncle Wukong's Journey to the Underworld
reworks episodes from the classic novel Journey to the West
into an illuminating lesson on the value of life and the meaning
of departure. In the semi-autobiographical RUN, NTT Artist in
Residence Baozi CHEN teams up with director HONG Chien-
tsang in her first work for the theater, using hand-drawn illustrations
and theatrical elements to retrace her experiences growing up.
Diabolo Dance Theatre’s VALO I - Amoeba and Dacon.come
Laugh Live Show’s 3 Mouths will fill the dog days of summer with
laughter for ages 9 to 99. Finally, Story Works's Goodbye to Music
Halls attests to the resilience and creativity of the Taiwanese: even
as the world drastically changes and challenges abound in life, we

nevertheless live to the fullest and make life spectacular.
As cicadas and birds renew their songs, as sunlight again

accompanies the sound of children’s laughter, we welcome you to

the theater with open arms!

Executive & Artistic Director

/ﬁﬂ&_’__
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Showtime Fool Comedy Company
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Dacon.come Laugh Live Show
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80 minutes without intermission.

Please arrive early for the performance.

Latecomers may not be admitted.
Suggested for ages 7+

The comedy duo Dacon.come has delighted audiences around
Taiwan with their local twist on Japanese manzai standup. Standing
at a 30 cm height difference, Ah-ta and Kang-kang trade barbs at
each other’s shenanigans and Taiwanese puns. This time around,
they’ve teamed up with TSAO Yu, one of Taiwan’s rare female
manzai artists, to create a trifold comedic blend that will have you

roaring on the floor with laughter!

Performer / CHEN Yen-ta

Born in 1983 but looks as if he was born in 1963, aside from that hairline
that clearly dates from 1893. Petite in height but stocky in width, Ah-
ta (CHEN) has been in the comedy business since 2007, and has been

featured in numerous commerecials.

Performer / HO Jui-kang

Measuring 188.8 cm tall but appearing like 190, Kang-kang (HO) towers
a full foot above Ah-ta. He has been in comedy since 2008 with his
supermodel height and roadrunner legs, and has also branched into music

and, enigmatically, tapdancing,
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Performer / TSAO Yu

Equally persuasive as a dashing Prince Charming or a captivating
debutante, TSAO attributes this androgyny not to talent, but rather...
delayed physical development. Having searched long and hard for a manzai
partner, s/he unwittingly became known as solitary comedic foil —
perhaps because his/her pre—performance preparations typically involve

dozing off.

Showtime Fool Comedy Company
The manzai troupe Dacon.come was founded by CHEN Yen-ta (company
head) and HO Jui-kang (company director), who seek to promote the

comedic art of manzai through theatrical performances.
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FengShen Baobao Troupe
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100 minutes, including 15-minute intermission.
Suggested for ages 3+

Papa Bull King has been taken to the underworld. Anxious about
his father, FengShen Baobao rushes to the versatile Uncle Wukong
for help. Will they make it to rescue Papa from the dark realm of
death and be happily reunited with Mama Iron Fan again?

Following The Little Deputy of Sun Dynasty 2 and Sunny, the
Boy Officer, FengShen Baobao and Uncle Wukong's Journey to
the Underworld is FengShen Baobao Troupe’s third production
that centers on the world of the deceased. As an imaginative
reworking of the Chinese classics Journey to the West, this
Taiwanese opera for children also tackles one of the most
challenging questions for parents: how do we deal with our sense
of loss when a loved one departs the world? As FengShen Baobao
adventures to the dangerous ghost world, let’s see how he brings

back the lost brightness and warmth.

Company Director & Producer / CHEN Chao-hsien

CHEN hails from the third generation of Ming Hwa Yuan, one of Taiwan's
foremost Taiwanese opera companies. She has been active on stage
since age 3, and as a xiaosheng trouser role specialist has played the main
characters of many Ming Hua Yuan'’s productions. With her opera troupe,
CHEN has committed to introducing younger generations to the art of

traditional opera.
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Director / HSU Po-ang

HSU is the founder and director of the Po You Set traditional opera
company. Hailed as one of the greatest ‘monkeys” in Taiwan’s Peking opera
circles, owing to his brilliance in portraying the eponymous character, he
has sought to incorporate the acrobatic, physical element of traditional
opera genres into contemporary theater, and has been lauded for his

groundbreaking, freestyle creative approach.

FengShen Baobao Troupe

As Taiwan’s first theater company to produce Taiwanese opera for children,
FengShen Baobao has continuously pursued its mission of bringing
traditional art to future generations. It is a troupe of talented actors trained
in traditional opera, dance and martial arts who are united in their love
of Taiwanese opera. Using the Taiwanese language, with occasional
Mandarin and English, FengShen Baobao aims make productions that fuse
spectacular effects, traditional music, and meaningful stories to enlighten

young minds.
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30 minutes without intermission.

Tickets are available for purchasing on June 15.
For more information, please visit the official
website.

Have you left your hometown for work? Are you a freelancer? Or
did you come to Taichung for school? No matter how far we travel,
we always have our trusty backpack that records our routines and

carries our dreams.

For this exhibition, WU Hsia-ning >< House Peace has turned five
distinct places across Taichung into a story, each depicted as a half-
open backpack with text, sound and imagery collected on-site. As
the gallery transforms into a mind full of recollection of Taichung,
scaled models transfigure our impressions of the city. Apart from
the exhibition, the live performances on “homecoming” further
will take us through a reflection on life: do we continue our

journey, or do we return home?

Project Director, Concept & Visual Design / WU Hsia-ning

WU graduated from the Department of Theatrical Design and Technology
at Taipei National University of the Arts, with a major in lighting design.
He specializes in lighting design and photography as a member of House
Peace. He received a bronze medal as emerging lighting designer at the
2017 World Stage Design.
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Concept, Model & Spatial Design / CHENG Hsuan-hsun

CHENG graduated from the Department of Theatrical Design and
Technology at Taipei National University of the Arts, with a major in
stage design. His work has included designs for theater, dance, circus art,

television, and spatial art.

Concept & Text / CHANG Yu-huan
CHANG graduated from the Department of Theatre Arts at Taipei

National University of the Arts, with a major in theatrical performance.
A member of House Peace, freelance writer, and has been active in both

acting and directing.

House Peace

House Peace is seeking novel opportunities from even the most mundane
details of daily life. House Peace was founded in 2018 by a team of theater
professional artist with expertise in directing, performance, and stage,
lighting and costume design, and has aimed to create new possibilities
in interdisciplinary collaboration through creative use of concepts and

creative media.
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180 minutes, including 15-minute intermission.
Performed in Mandarin and Taiwanese, with
Chinese surtitles during Taiwanese-language
songs.

Suggested for ages 7+

Following a budding romance between a blockbuster playwright
and a young spotlight-secking actress, Taiwan Héliwood
celebrates the paralleled life and cinema through a series of ups
and downs. As their affection grows, the filmmaking team also
overcomes a series of financial and political obstacles with passion
and trust to bring back the last glory of the Taiwanese-language
cinema before it fades into oblivion under the shadow of the

dominant Mandarin.

Adapted from the Taiwanese film Forever Love, this humorous
and enchanting musical with its acclaimed world premiere in
2019 visualizes the golden age of a short-lived but fascinating film

industry. The montage of history now begins with their singing ...

Composer & Music Director / Owen WANG

WANG took up film music for his master’s studies at New York University.
Being Taiwan'’s first composer to be trained in authentic Broadway
tradition, WANG has works covering the genres of theater, film, television,

advertisement, modern dance and popular music.

Lyrics & Co-writer / LU Hsiao-i

LU is a graduate of the Department of Chinese Literature at National
Chengchi University and the Graduate Institute of Drama and Theatre
at National Taiwan University. She now primarily works in musical
theater, and was a co-creator of Why She Stayed, an original musical
commissioned by the Taipei Performing Arts Center which premiered in

2019.
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Playwright & Lyrics / HSU Meng-lin

HSU holds a master’s degree in playwriting from Taipei National
University of the Arts. His works span both screenwriting and playwriting,
with his plays screenplays receiving awards at the WorldFest-Houston
International Film Festival and the ART & TUR International Tourism Film

Festival.

Director / YANG Ching-hsiang

YANG is an adjunct assistant professor at the Department of Drama at
National Taiwan University of Arts, and the artistic director of the Yang
Ching Hsiang Ensemble. He is active as a playwright and actor, working
in genres as diverse as musicals and physical theater. He was nominated
for best screenwriting at the 2011 Golden Bell Awards with the TV series
Innocence for Hakka TV.

Choreographer / CHANG Hung-cheng

CHANG holds a master’s degree from the Graduate Institute of
Performing Arts at National Taiwan Normal University, and is active
in both acting and choreography. He has performed with companies

including Godot Theatre Company, Studio M and Tainaner Ensemble.

Studio M
In January 2010, Owen WANG founded Studio M and envisioned it as a

brand that produces and promotes musicals. Studio M has been prominent
in Taiwan’s musical industry, integrating creative talent from libretto and
music composition, production, actor training, promotion and market
development. Studio M works with musical enthusiasts, creating original

work and promoting Taiwanese Mandarin-language musicals.
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St= LUO Fei-tsuei X Théatre des Enfants Terribles
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50 minutes without intermission.
Suggested for ages 7+

They call this mysterious figure different names in different
languages, yet no-one has seen him. Shy and hard-working, he
stays every day by the side of all who are about to depart. One day
he sits at his desk as always, when suddenly something pops out

from his hand.

In this fusion of sound, puppetry and object theater, performers
LUO Fei-tsuei, HUANG Kai-lin and YU Rho-mei each approach
the ritual of life from distinct perspectives through sound and

visual components, and come together in creating this ode of life.

Project Director, Creator & Performer / LUO Fei-tsuei

LUOQ is a classically trained cellist and a interdisciplinary performer based
in Taiwan. Her works span many genres, including theater, dance and rock
music. LUO is currently a member of Théatre des Enfants Terribles, and
continues to work on the musicality in body language and different artistic

forms, aiming to forge compelling combinations with different artists.

Creator & Performer / HUANG Kai-lin

HUANG is a performing artist, educator and the founder of Théatre
des Enfants Terribles. As an alumna and certificated teacher from Ecole
Internationle de Théatre Jacques Lecoq in France, HUANG has a strong
grounding in physical movement, masks, mime and clowning. Her clown
solo Mamma Luna highlights her unique and delicate style, and has been
featured at many international festivals. As leader of the troupe, HUANG

constantly explores dialogue between diverse artistic fields.
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Creator & Performer / YU Rho-mei

YU is a percussionist based in Taiwan, specializing in performing
contemporary music. Previously a member of the German new music
group International Ensemble Modern Academy (IEMA), she is
particularly interested in exploring diversity of contemporary music with
an interdisciplinary nature, including collaboration with experimental

theater, traditional glove puppetry and object theater.

Théatre des Enfants Terribles

Established in 2014, Théatre des Enfants Terribles was founded by
HUANG Kai-lin. The troupe tries to incorporate movement, mime,
clown, mask play, puppetry and object theater, and also look forward to
cooperating with artists from different fields to explore new vocabularies
for contemporary physical theaters. The idea is to create a “poetic theater”
that represents the humanity and the truth oflife through its simplicity and

quintessence.
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Puppet Beings Theatre
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The Paper Play

AREEMTHA BF T ERIER

REBEMAET A D AERAIR - REAITESREEVESR |
—— ZE[Ef (The Stage)

BUBREEERPHRAZSEOERNCHER - EE2F
BIREEZ[CIRLCH |
—— Z[E (Total Theatre) #iE

8/8 Sat. 14:30 19:30
8/9 Sun 14:30

/)\El1% Black Box

400

ERH 60 HiE - BRIGHRS
2% 3 M EEREE

60 minutes, without intermission.
Suggested for ages 3+
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An instant classic created by Puppet Beings Theatre, The Paper
Play harnesses the properties of paper in a puppet play that
connects three different stories. By cutting, folding and joining
paper in creative ways, The Paper Play completely reimagines

paper as a storytelling and creative medium.

<The Park>

As alittle boy plays with a ball in the park, it unexpectedly brings
him closer to an old man whom he has been afraid of Puppets,
lights and music all highlight this touching story of caring for the
elderly.

<Little Windmills>

Eager to attract attention, a little paper windmill tries again and
again to compete with other windmills. In the end, it learns to
confident in itself: everyone is unique, and it is best to simply be

yourself.

<The Paper Play>
In this wild and creative ride, paper is playfully transformed into
a wide range of different characters, completely reimagining the

properties and possibilities of paper.

Company Director / SUN Chen-chieh

SUN Chen-chieh is a professional puppet theater veteran with more than
three decades of experience. He first came into contact with children’s
and puppet theater when he joined the Magic Children’s Theater in 1986.
Seeking to advance his skills in directing puppet theater, SUN studied in
Hungary, the Czech Republic, and at the University of Connecticut in the
USA.

Puppet Beings Theatre

Founded by SUN Chen-chieh in 2000, Puppet Beings Theatre's mission is
to develop new and intricate performance methods in the art of puppetry.
The company has sought to bring traditional and modern methods together
in its performances, educational outreach programs, and international
collaborations, breathing in a new vitality into this genre of art. In addition,
Puppet Beings has trained new generations of puppet theater professionals
and educators through its workshops, inviting master artists from abroad

to share their expertise and advance the art of puppets in Taiwan.
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100 minutes, including a 15-minute intermission.

The Amoeba signifies the purest, untainted, original heart of life,

through the eyes of which we see a beautiful new world of life.

In the primordial chaos of creation, Mother Earth created the
Amoeba out of converging lights and forces. As the new Amoeba
basked in the moonlight, the people celebrated its arrival. Yet
not all were pleased: volcanic fires and torrential winds lunge
to challenge the newcomer. Undaunted, and under the gentle
guidance of Mother Earth, the Amoeba faces these challenges,

bearing the hopes and loves of all creation.

VALO I - Amoeba is the magnum opus of Diabolo Dance
Theatre, a company renowned for its unique mastery of the
diabolo, or Chinese yo-yo. Fusing traditional artistry with song,
dance, drums and multimedia, Amoeba blends physical and
virtual realms in a highly acrobatic performance full of imagination

and surprise.
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© Diabolo Dance Theatre #2515

Director / LIU Le-chun

As the founder and artistic director of Diabolo Dance Theatre, LIU has
devoted some three decades to the study and artistry of the diabolo.
In addition to complete mastery of conventional techniques, he has
built upon these foundations to leap beyond traditional limitations,
such as hurling the diabolo shuttle high into the air above the audience.
Following the maxim “life is art, art is life’, LIU has created a new genre of

performance with the artistry of the diabolo.

Diabolo Dance Theatre

Diabolo Dance Theatre was founded in 1986 with the simple goal of
spreading happiness. Centered on the diabolo, a group of young artists
came together to explore its theatrical and creative possibilities, forging
a new and unique performance art that defies the imagination. Even
after more than a thousand performances in more than 30 countries,
Diabolo Dance Theatre still keeps its founding mission of happiness dear
to its heart, spreading joy to audiences across geographical and linguistic

boundaries.
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120 minutes without intermission.

Performed in Mandarin and Taiwanese, with Chinese surtitles during
Taiwanese dialogue.

This performance contains adult themes, profanity, and disturbing
sound effects including gunshots and sirens.

Suggested for ages 15+.

Tickets to performances in Taichung originally scheduled for May
9 (Sat.) can be exchanged for tickets to performances (at matching
starting times) on Aug. 22 (Sat.).

Goodbye to Music Halls is brought to you by award-winning
playwright CHI Wei-jan, director HUANG Chih-kai and producer
LIN Chia-feng.

During the 1970s and 80s, music halls were a staple in Taiwanese pop
culture, a rare blossom during the oppressing rule of martial law. Yet
as many bans were lifted, music halls started to become a thing of the
past as well. Wu-ge, the boss of a once popular music hall, decides to
take his last chance. He recruits his son A-yang, who is studying in the
US, to run the new show. This spells trouble for the show’s style, and as
the Taiwanese mafia and a backstage love affair become entangled with
the production, the show faces a crisis. But A-yang insists: The show
must go on! This will be the music halls last hurrah, and the entirety of

Taiwanese pop culture in a nutshell.
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Playwright / CHI Wei-jan

CHI is a graduate of the Department of English Language and Literature
of Fu Jen University, and holds a PhD in English Literary Studies from
the University of lowa. A widely renowned playwright, he is currently
professor emeritus at the Department of Drama and Theatre of National
Taiwan University, and was a recipient of the 2013 National Award for
Arts. His nearly two dozen plays include Metamorphosis, Shakespeare at
the Mahjong Game, and The Story of Anna and Chi.

Director / HUANG Chih-Kai

A member of the first graduating class of National Taiwan University’s
Department of Drama and Theatre, HUANG likes to view life through
the wacky perspective of a funhouse mirror. His kaleidoscopic work in the
theater is notable for its distinctive visual style, and for pushing characters
to their dramatic limits to highlight human values and emotions. He lives
by his motto, “Turn the world into what we like.” He has directed numerous
productions for Story Works, including The Moon is Always Full,
Sakurako’s Choice, The Long Goodbye, and The Way of Zhuang Zi.

Story Works

Story Works is a theater company dedicated to producing original
Taiwanese stories. Fueled by a passion for the stage, the company makes
it their mission to make each one on-stage moment of heartfelt feeling
and surprise, and to craft living, breathing stories in the theater. Past
productions include Three Storytellers, Unspoken, The Way of Zhuang
Zi, The Long Goodbye, Sakurako’s Choice, and The Moon is Always Full.

¢
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75 minutes without intermission.
Suggested for ages 7+

Alittle storyteller loses her life compass and questions herself
consistently. She believes the birdman, a mysterious and
wonderful being, can shed some light. She constantly hunts for
the birdman, however, as she becomes a woman, she instead bids

farewell to the birdman, and leads an ordinary life as she ages.

RUN is Baozi’s first theatrical attempt from page to stage. The
Creative team features all-rounded theatrical creator & director
HONG Chien-tsang, musician KUNG Yu-chi, and mime artist
HUANG Kai-lin. The audience will enter a realm of virtual reality
created through fluid stage projections and lighting, expressive
acting, and orchestrated interactions between puppeteering and

computer graphics.

Concept & Picture Book / Baozi CHEN

Baozi CHEN, illustrator, studied her master’s degree in Sequential Design /
Mlustration at University of Brighton from 2014 to 2015. Superbear,
one of her most famous characters, is beloved by a mass of the younger
generation. She is an Artist in Residence at NTI' from 2019-2020. Picture
book RUN is the first brainchild entirely of her own.
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Adaptation & Director / HONG Chien-tsang

HONG Chien-tsang graduated from Department of Drama and Theatre
at National Taiwan University. He is an all-rounded performing artist
with extensive experience in theatre, cinema acting, and puppeteering. He
has worked with Creative Society, Tainaner Ensemble, M.OVE. Theater,
Flying-group Theatre, Ren Shin Theatre, Very Theatre, One Player Short
Ensemble, The Party Theatre Group, Puppet & Its Double and Against-

Again Troupe. RUN is his first crossover collaboration as a director.

Actress / HUANG Kai-lin

HUANG Kai-lin graduates from Ecole Internationale de Théatre Jacques
Lecoq, France, where she studied performing arts, screenwriting, and
directing for two years, followed by a teaching certification program and
L.E.M program in the third year. Returning to Taiwan, she founded Théatre
des Enfants Terribles to mainly explore human being and truth about life
through physical movement, mime, clowning, mask play, puppetry and

objet.
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Sun., Tue. - Thu. 11:30-21:00
Fri. - Sat., National Holidays  11:30-22:00
Box Office, NTT SHOP 11:30-20:00

Closed on Mondays. Scheduled performances
and lectures are held as usual. Attendees may
enter from Gate 1, 3 and 8, 40 minutes prior
to the events.

Please refer to announcements on the NTT
website for closing times during pandemic
restrictions.
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101, Huilai Rd., Sec. 2, Xitun District,
Taichung City, 407025 Taiwan R.O.C.

T 04-2251-1777

F 04-2251-3229

E service@npac-ntt.org
www.npac-ntt.org
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